5-12-24

Scripture- Ephesians 1:15-23 CTW- Ps 47
Sermon- Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord
Hymns 459, 671, 272

Theme- The Holy Spirit opens the eyes of the heart and
enables people to change their perspectives so they can
creatively visualize everything that God wants to do
through them. Ask the Lord to help you to be willing to
change your perspective by the enabling power of the
Spirit so you can VISUALIZE EVERYTHING God wants to do
through you.

I. Introduction: We Need The Right Perspective
A. Food For Thought:

When Goliath came against the Israelites, the soldiers all thought,
“He’s so big we can never kill him.”

David looked at the same giant and thought, “"He’s so big I can't
miss.” God Can Make It Happen!

A shoe manufacturer who decided to open the Congo market sent
two salesmen to the undeveloped territory. One salesman cabled
back: “Prospects here are nil. No one wears shoes.”

The other salesman reported enthusiastically, "Market potential
here is terrific! Everyone is barefooted!”

II. How Do YOU Look at It?

A. The Holy Spirit helps you visualize the possibilities in
people, places and ministry situations. Robert Kennedy said,
"Some people see things as they are. I try to see things as they
could be."



Jesus was inspired by the Holy Spirit to see the potential in
twelve ordinary men who would be used of God to help build
Christ’s church.

Paul wrote, "You are members of God’s household, built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself
as the chief cornerstone.” (Eph. 2:20) Ask the Lord to help you
to creatively visualize potential, possibilities and capabilities in
everything and everyone.

B. Charles Stanley shares how he was a skinny,
uncoordinated young lad who never got picked until dead
last in pick-up ball games. He languished in mediocrity until he
started visualizing what God wanted him to become.

The rest is a story of Christ creating in him a marvelous example
of a re-working into someone who influenced millions for Christ-
likeness by teaching them to see things in a different light, using
the power of God’s word.

B. The Holy Spirit motivates us to try new things so we
can see beyond our present horizons. Jesus sent 72 disciples
out two by two ahead of him to every town where he was preach.
He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.
Ask the Lord of the harvest to send workers into his harvest
field." Ask the Lord for more creative wisdom, knowledge and
perspectives to motivate others to creatively visualize everything
that God wants to do through them.

A Maine farmer was approached by a stranger one day and asked
how much he thought his prize Jersey cow was worth. The farmer
thought for a moment, looked the stranger over, then said: “Are
you the tax assessor, or has she been killed by your car?”

C. The Holy Spirit encourages us to be willing to take



creative risks by faith regardless of the shame, difficulty,
or suffering we may have to endure. Paul wrote of Abraham,
"He staggered not as the promise of God through unbelief. But,
he grew strong in faith being fully persuaded that He had power
to do what He had promised."

Ask the Lord to strengthen your faith so that you can follow
Abraham who risked great shame, difficulty and suffering
knowing God was able to provide the power to fulfill all of His
promises.

Woodrow Wilson said “I would rather lose in a cause that will
someday win, than win in a cause that will someday lose.

D. The Holy Spirit wants to provide healing and
deliverance for those who are creatively able to visualize
new ways that God can restore them to health.

One day a Canaanite woman came crying to Jesus, "Lord, have
mercy on me. My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-
possession. The disciples said, ‘Send her away.” She came and
knelt before Jesus and said, "Even the dogs eat the crumbs that
fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered, ‘Woman, you
have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was
healed from that very hour." (Matt. 15:22-28)

Moral of the Story: Be creative when you ask the Lord for
healing in new ways that others might not have thought of
before. The Lord rewards creative faith.

E. The Holy Spirit urges us to visualize greater ways
that the Lord can use us to multiply Christ’s kingdom and
righteousness throughout the earth. Jesus said, "Do you not
say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest? I tell you, open
your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest."
(John 4:35) Ask the Lord to help you to open your eyes to ALL



the possibilities that lie in front of you to multiply Christ’s
kingdom, righteousness and truth throughout the world.

F. The Holy Spirit enables people to change their
perspectives so they can creatively visualize everything
that God wants to do through them. Paul wrote, "Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s
will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will." (Rom. 12:2) Ask the
Lord to help you to be willing to change your perspective by the
enabling power of the Spirit so you can visualize EVERYTHING
God wants to do through you.

G. The Holy Spirit teaches us that if people want to see
God work in new ways they must be willing to believe God
CAN work greater wonders through their relationships and
ministries. Jesus said, "Anyone who has faith in me will do what
I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these,
because I am going to the Father." (John 14:12) Ask the Lord to
help you daily to be willing to believe God can work greater
wonders through your personal life, relationships and ministries.

H. The Holy Spirit tempers your creativity so that you
do not let speculations, imaginations or visions of
greatness determine your sense of well-being. Paul wrote,
"To keep me from becoming conceited because of these
surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my
flesh." (2 Cor. 12:7) Thank the Lord for the way that He chooses
to temper your creative visualizations for your own best interests.

I. The Holy Spirit helps us be willing to strip ourselves
of certain dependencies so we are free to be completely
empowered by God instead of our own resources. Jesus
said, "Unless, a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it
remains only a single seed. But, if it dies, it produces many



seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who
hates his life in this world will keep it... Whoever serves me must
follow me." (John 12:24-26) Ask the Lord to help you be more
willing to give up any dependencies that are hindering you from
creatively visualizing all that God wants you to accomplish.

J. The Holy Spirit helps you creatively express your
love, faith and hope in new ways every day. Jesus said to
Peter, James and John, "Follow ME! And I will make you fishers of
men." (Matt. 4:19) Ask the Lord to help you creatively express
your love, faith and hope in NEW ways every day in every way so
that you can be more like Jesus Christ.

II1. It is all about the process of gaining The Right
Perspective through the Holy Spirit of God.

A. H. A. Ironside, in his commentary on Ephesians, tells
of a visit he had with an old, dying man named Andrew
Fraser. Dr. Ironside writes:

“He could barely speak above a whisper, for his lungs were
almost gone, but I can recall yet how, after a few words of
introduction, he said to me, "Young man, you are trying to preach
Christ; are you not?" I replied, "Yes, I am," "Well," he whispered,
"sit down a little, and let us talk together about the Word of God."

He opened his well-worn Bible, and until his strength was gone,
simply, sweetly, and earnestly he opened up truth after truth as
he turned from one passage to another, in a way that my own
spirit had never entered into them.

Before I realized it, tears were running down my face, and I
asked, "Where did you get these things? Could you tell me where
I could find a book that would open them to me? Did you learn
these things is some seminary or college?"



Ironside said I shall never forget his answer. "My dear young
man, I learned these things on my knees on the mud floor of a
little sod cottage in the north of Ireland.

There with my open Bible before me, I used to kneel for hours at
a time, and ask the Spirit of God to reveal Christ to my soul and
to open the Word to my heart, and He taught me more on my
knees on that mud floor that I ever could have learned in all the
seminaries or colleges in the world."

Ironside then comments, "Is it not true that most of us do not
stay long enough in the presence of God? We do not get quiet
enough to let Him talk to us and reveal His mind to us".

B. Ask yourselves- Are you closer to God now then you
were ten years ago?

It should be all our heart’s desire to be able to answer that
question with a resounding YES!

Amen? Let Us Pray...



